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SHOOTER HID TROUBLES 


Records show problems unseen by some who knew him 


By Zeke MacCormack 
and Kelsey Bradshaw 


NEW BRAUNFELS — De- 
vin P. Kelley's troubled mental 
state now seems obvious from 
the portrait of him painted by 
public records. 

But he managed to conceal 
those problems even while 
plotting mass murder, 

“I wish there was something 
that we would have picked up 
that maybe could have helped 
somebody else,” said Claudia 


Church gunman 
Devin Kelley 
had a history of 
behavioral 
problems dating 
to at least 


middle school. 
Z 


Varjabedian, for whom Kelley 
worked as a security guard at a 
local resort until last Saturday. 
“There was just no indication 
to me.” 

Others say they sensed trou- 
ble from the get-go in Kelley, 
26, who had a history of behav- 
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ral problems dating to at 
least middle school. 

Repeated school suspen- 
sions during adolescence were 
followed by a forced stay at a 
New Mexico mental health 
facility in 2012. 

Then came a domestic vio- 
lence incident that ended his 
first marriage at age 21, gave 


Go online for a full 


timeline of the life of 
Devin Kelley. 


him a 12-month sentence in a 
military prison and contribut- 
ed to a bad-conduct discharge 
from the Air Force in 2014. 
Along the way, Kelley also 
faced an animal cruelty charge 
in Colorado and was named as 
a suspect in a Comal County 
rape complaint. 
But even in that dark con- 
text, the viciousness Kelley 
unleashed Sunday at First 
Baptist Church in Sutherland 
Springs remains difficult to 
comprehend, much less accept, 
for those across South Texas 


and far beyond. 

The worst mass shooting by 
an individual in Texas’ history 
— with 26 dead and 20 wound- 
ed — also has left many folks 
feeling afraid and vulnerable. 

“Scares the hell out of me, 
Varjabedian said of the spasm 
of violence by Kelley that end- 
ed with him taking his own 
life. 

She's much closer to this 
tragedy than most people, 
having recently hired Kelley as 
an unarmed security guard at 
the Summit Vacation and RV 
Resort, where she’s the busi- 
ness manager. 

Shooter continues on A4 


Strict 
gun laws 
in Texas 
loosened 
over time 


By Allie Morris 


AUSTIN — Long steeped in 
Wild West lore, Texas often 
evokes images of horses clip- 
clopping down city streets and 
residents with guns strapped 
on their hips as they go about 
their daily business. 

But the Lone Star State was 
among the first to bar residents 
from carrying handguns in 
public — that was back in 1871. 
It was one of the strictest pro- 
hibitions at the time and would 
remain in place for more than a 
century. 

Even now, as state lawmak- 
ers continue to steadily remove 
gun restrictions, Texas doesn't 
allow permitless carry, which is 
allowed in at least 10 other 
states. 

“The American publie thinks 
of Texas as an extreme case of 
American gun cultur 
have the image of the 
West, where there's no laws, it's 
the place where you can do 
anything with guns,” said Ha- 
rel Shapira, an assistant profes- 
sor of sociology at the Universi- 
ty of Texas at Austin. “Actually, 
in comparison to the rest of the 
USS., Texas is in the middle of 
the road.” 

The Nov. 5 church shooting 
in Sutherland Springs, which 
left 26 dead and 20 more in- 
jured, has again thrust Texas 

Texas continues on A13 
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outa timeline about gun 
laws in Texas. 


By J.p. Lawrence 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS — 
Three days ago, Greg Zanis, a 
retired carpenter from Aurora, 
Illinois, loaded white crosses 
with red hearts into his pickup. 
Itis something he has done for 
20 years: building crosses for 
the sites of mass shootings. 

He built 49 crosses after the 
Orlando Pulse nightclub shoot- 
ing in 2016 and 58 crosses after 
the recent Las Vegas massacre. 
Still, the shooting rampage 
Sunday in Sutherland Springs 
shocked him 

“Tm on my way to Texas,” 
Zanis, founder of the nonprofit 
Crosses for Losses, said in a 
YouTube video. 

“There's been a shooting at a 
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sone fhagal. 
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Kimberly Farinella of Kyle prays by the memorial, which has 26 
wooden crosses to honor the victims. Each bears the name of a 
victim, along with messages from loved ones. 


church — a shooting at a 


eo, shaking his head. 


Zanis was one of several 
well-wishers who traveled to 
the small, rural town. Zanis 


TRICENTENNIAL 


Vets look back on times in service 


By Zeke MacCormack 


Flags will be hoisted 
this Veterans Day before 
patriotic crowds, march- 
ing bands will perform 
and speakers will stress 
the importance of thank- 
ing those who served our 
country. 

‘The annual outpouring 
of appreciation means a 
lot in San Antonio, which 
has the sixth-largest pop- 
ulation of veterans in the 
country, at more than 
153,000. 

Many of them put their 
life on the line for Amer- 
ica, lost dear friends in 
combat or returned home 
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Sgt. ist Class Gabriel A. Monreal shows medals he 
has been awarded in his Army service. He served 
two combat tours in Iraq and one in Afghanistan. 


er fully heal. 


stori 


and won't offi 


with fewer limbs and 
emotional scars that nev- 


Here are a few of their 


Gabriel A. Monreal 
Army Sgt. ist Class 
Gabriel A. Monreal al- 
ready misses the military, | f 
even though he just hung 
up his uniform Oct. 24 


until late December. 
He dreamed as a youth 
of being an infantryman, 
just like his dad, ofa 
career defending America 
that promised excitement, 
camaraderie and travel. 
“Tve never wanted to 
Vets continues on A12 


Joshua John Fitch, a minister from Roanoke, Va., kneels by a memorial in Sutherland Springs for the shooting victims. 


Visitors bring crosses with condolences 


joined one preacher from Roa- 
noke, Virginia, and another 
from Lubbock to bring crosses 
and condolences to Sutherland 
Springs. 

By Friday afternoon, a line of 
26 white wooden crosses af- 
fixed with red hearts and 
placed in the soil at U.S. 87 and 
FM 539 had become a de facto 
memorial to the slain. Each 
cross bore the name ofa victim, 
along with messages from 
loved ones, scrawled in perma- 
nent marker. 

On the cross for Emily Gar- 
cia, one of the youngest vic- 
tims: “We love you Emily! May 
you dance with Jesus.” On 
Crystal Holeombe's: “Love you 
mom. — Kenzie.” 

People parked their cars on 

Crosses continues on A13 


Come to the 5th Annual Texas 
Kosher BBQ Championship 


Literally a Ton of BBQ 
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Warren on 
to playoffs; 
beats Taft 
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U.S. 90 at 
Loop 410 
till Monday 
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